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sach as jeman Moueel's Operain Dubai, which we
calied “matural romantic” (o 90

Alo “logomanla” (p. 46) i very omenatious;
it i a bendency o ransdorm a beo-demermanal
graphic motd ints & theee-dimensional ginsc-
ture, Fopuied simpificabion i mportant i cases
where impression o what counts; hence star- or
wrapged w o while-and-red lag, or lowes n
Vel in Denmark, placed $0 as to make up the
name of the wown. However, owing 1o cheap
ar fares amd Google Eawth, crtks of artifical
slands have loat their principel argument—tha
the shape & not legbie [rom a commeon man’s

PerEpective.

Dietrmar Steiner, director of Architekurrentrum
o Wiennu comments: i s reclly o, ond of, or
only some, prondiose prorects hecome reality, we
wil be fored with o stuation which not oy ques-
tror ol the cnteng of orchitectunal critigue, but
afsn rencders themn powerkess. VWhar's more, there
ore o crilevin of orohileglung ontigue for these
proyects (...} The ohove-menponed pegscts can
b st judped ondy cccorcing B B cnteri of ther
technologroal effecteness.

Criligue & helples: rwred Morsats ond oth-
&5 tryng on o voie of criticality pounce on the
architects of g projects in the Midde Frea, Ching
ond Rusin cbiprgly repeoting o fomilar agu-
ment, writes Keler Eamerling of Yale School of
Architechure, Wisvg o rgitems swond of o non-
&astent enemy, they atiempt to comat the anghi-
tect of creating the chrsic conclirorn of opresson:
o publc space. exooerbaton of chaes hienanchees.
Idecingical helplessness also reigrs on other side
of the barrcade; The wiler oo, el ogue
assumpton i that the anly power that con be
enticipeted & fnked i o nen ol serpd i owhich

the fabled morket natwraly brngs wath it the wall
Rparmrd arTicipatnny demacnncy

O the opposide end, there ane buldrgs whch
e Sterniute in their eicaps from underitand.
ing anchiteciure x a bastion of durabifity and
beauty, Eodremd pervension & mandfested by
Tavela chie (p. 58) - a rarsplant of the sesther-
s ol poverty, det and fear wto the workd of
weahh and high cubure,

In may places in the world at the beginnng of
the st century, propects appeared of “para-
shees” (p 54), feeding off the exisiing buldings;
thesse structunes ollen are mobsle ard ephern-
wwilrverree charactes, but some of themmn ane really
amed agindl the eodsting sodial codar, This is the
eanse of the Spanish Pecetss Urbanas (Curban pre-
scriplaor”) praction wivch offers, for free. ready-
rade desigrs for varout gtructunes, Lsng legal
loopheoles and propagating ol drohedience.
Camouflage (p. 50} & a smilary partisan-
le technigue. Acconfing to Manel Gsea m
Fotopols Dwctonary of Advonced Archiecture
(3003}, &t & usefl in contemponry architechse
& an wEtnerend for renterprelaton, and ot
just for masking. A green screen with which jean
Mopad n his reected desgn sarroursded . (e
hotel complex on the grounds of the dosed-
dram Fat Factory in Florence, would have macde
1l e cormgeouous and ot hedden in the cty
fabric.
Architectoe and plnning, encroach won ever
more axtremve sites (p. 530 jungle, desert,
oopans. Prestigious public buildings are hidden
belowground (p. 52} for bok of accesside
areas, or for fabr of expression and Too pow-
wriul &0 impact on the surmcurdings. Ancther
naoticeable tendency & minlwcurization (p
55}, ko in Far Bast oties bl Slenng mio places
wihere there & no shortige of land, as 8 formal
TRMeT,

Accordng to Hang Ibelings. editor-in-chisl of
Al mombly, archieos who seemed o be
fated b0 dewse ubopan wsons [ Tam Magmne,
Steven Hiol, Lebbeus Woods, Zsha Hadid,
Coop Hrrmelb{laa) a doren or so years ago,
noew buskd a5 mach 3 they can. Garmying out
their incredible visions. They are supparied by
developmny technologres. exagperabed marketng
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of slabes amd ofies, nberest of the veda,

speculstion in the real estste market, big money
mn Middle ane Far East and in the foeme> LISSR.

and favories of the press, I theve hos ever been
& harbinger of the endl, o ot least of the wilting of
orchilecture, then il & the total sl of ideok,
writes |being bitterty,

Kurt W Forster, direcior of the %th Venlee
Archibecture Brermale, understands the extrem-
ity of architecure dfferertly, In recent times.
when overahelming scole ond perverse delight in
exapperation of dvey kind — bipoess ot off cost ond
Coarseness i the cone — seemed o pain the upper
havd, @ different aroinbeciune b ol been toking
shope. The membrones that Herzog & de Meuran
wrefy oroundd ther volemes, the shrods of ges
Kazuyo Sepmo drew anound the (hass Musewn in
Toleein, Chhin, the imperorptibly swmgdng aluminum
cumaing Kengo Kuma hung in the stainsed of o
el in Todyo, o the mariy-iopened akocves of
filtered kght and color Elsoberta Tarragnl embad-
ded in @ school at Alleralin Vieentinn ol propose:
an archdecture of extreme ightness and fludity
These works tem oot 1o be extreme 0 thelr o
wary, i challergpng ond odverduioug thon the
masshe hulls, lumbening aipoms, and Twesting
toaers of ime.

Thir autheorniees war askid for their opinions, con-
o, fr &5 desirabie 1o serive for wise seiframstraing.
Snce b bwhatriol Revolutron, the  Euwopssan
ond Western thought has autamatically equated
prowth and progress, wries Hans Tbelings.  The
impulte |0 treat goch problem a3 0 Commistion
which necessardly leads ta construceian | ) must
be superseded by buildng reseraine, Dietrmar
Stener goes even farther. From archieces ol
tevier U workd, [ demand thay turm 10 humsanitar.
on and social humon qualties. | demand they
o o Dergplotion of e, fowenful
faneowes of totaltaran regimes ofl over the world.
Their first mep showdd be self-comstraing in the
me, mesgniation from the pubhooton of these
fmege-designs.

In spite ol thewe words, we endourage you
e book, with fascnation or indgnation, ot the
eatrermes and mocewses ol architecture al the
begenieng of the 2158 century.
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